Malignant hyperthermia susceptibility in X-linked muscle dystrophies.
To evaluate malignant hyperthermia (MH) susceptibility in X-linked muscular dystrophies, halothane and caffeine contracture tests were performed on muscle fiber bundles from five patients with Duchenne muscular dystrophy (DMD) and two patients with Becker muscular dystrophy (BMD). Two DMD patients and one BMD patient had positive contracture tests. Since a positive contracture test is currently the best indicator of anesthetic susceptibility in the MH population, and episodes of MH in dystrophic patients have been reported, patients with DMD and BMD may be at risk for developing similar anesthetic complications. Awareness of this potential anesthetic risk is of importance because orthopedic interventions are increasingly more common in these patients.